
December 1: The Birth of John the Baptist and the Dayspring 
Luke 1:57-60, 76-79 

(KJV) - Now Elisabeth's full time came that she should be delivered; and she brought 
forth a son. And her neighbours and her cousins heard how the Lord had shewed great 
mercy upon her; and they rejoiced with her. And it came to pass, that on the eighth day 
they came to circumcise the child; and they called him Zacharias, after the name of his 
father.  And his mother answered and said, Not so; but he shall be called John.  And thou, 
child, shalt be called the prophet of the Highest: for thou shalt go before the face of the 
Lord to prepare his ways; to give knowledge of salvation unto his people by the 
remission of their sins, through the tender mercy of our God; whereby the dayspring from 
on high hath visited us, to give light to them that sit in darkness and in the shadow of 
death, to guide our feet into the way of peace.  

(NIV) – When it was time for Elizabeth to have her baby, she gave birth to a son. 58Her 
neighbors and relatives heard that the Lord had shown her great mercy, and they shared 
her joy. On the eighth day they came to circumcise the child, and they were going to 
name him after his father Zechariah, but his mother spoke up and said, "No! He is to be 
called John."  And you, my child, will be called a prophet of the Most High; for you will 
go on before the Lord to prepare the way for him, to give his people the knowledge of 
salvation through the forgiveness of their sins, because of the tender mercy of our God, 
by which the rising sun will come to us from heaven to shine on those living in darkness 
and in the shadow of death, to guide our feet into the path of peace." 

(NLT) - When it was time for Elizabeth’s baby to be born, she gave birth to a son. And 
when her neighbors and relatives heard that the Lord had been very merciful to her, 
everyone rejoiced with her. When the baby was eight days old, they all came for the 
circumcision ceremony. They wanted to name him Zechariah, after his father.  But 
Elizabeth said, “No! His name is John!”  “And you, my little son, will be called the 
prophet of the Most High, because you will prepare the way for the Lord. You will tell 
his people how to find salvation through forgiveness of their sins.  Because of God’s 
tender mercy, the morning light from heaven is about to break upon us, to give light to 
those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, and to guide us to the path of 
peace.” 
 
(NRSV Catholic Edition) - Now the time came for Elizabeth to give birth, and she bore 
a son. Her neighbours and relatives heard that the Lord had shown his great mercy to her, 
and they rejoiced with her.  On the eighth day they came to circumcise the child, and they 
were going to name him Zechariah after his father. But his mother said, ‘No; he is to be 
called John.’ And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High; for you will go 
before the Lord to prepare his ways, to give knowledge of salvation to his people by the 
forgiveness of their sins.  By the tender mercy of our God, the dawn from on high will 
break upon us, to give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, to 
guide our feet into the way of peace.’ 



December 2: The Beauty of the Fir Tree 
Isaiah 60:13 

(KJV) – The glory of Lebanon shall come unto thee, the fir tree, the pine tree, and the 
box together, to beautify the place of my sanctuary; and I will make the place of my feet 
glorious. 

(NIV) – "The glory of Lebanon will come to you, the pine, the fir and the cypress 
together, to adorn the place of my sanctuary; and I will glorify the place of my feet.” 

(NLT) – “The glory of Lebanon will be yours — the forests of cypress, fir, and pine — to 
beautify my sanctuary.  My Temple will be glorious!” 
 
(NRSV Catholic Edition) - The glory of Lebanon shall come to you, the cypress, the 
plane, and the pine, to beautify the place of my sanctuary; and I will glorify where my 
feet rest. 



December 3: Praise the Lord with Instruments 
Psalm 150 

(KJV) – Praise ye the LORD.  Praise God in his sanctuary: praise him in the firmament 
of his power.  Praise him for his mighty acts: praise him according to his excellent 
greatness.  Praise him with the sound of the trumpet: praise him with the psaltery and 
harp.  Praise him with the timbrel and dance: praise him with stringed instruments and 
organs.  Praise him upon the loud cymbals: praise him upon the high sounding cymbals.  
Let every thing that hath breath praise the LORD. Praise ye the LORD. 

(NIV) – Praise the LORD. Praise God in his sanctuary; praise him in his mighty heavens.  
Praise him for his acts of power; praise him for his surpassing greatness.  Praise him with 
the sounding of the trumpet, praise him with the harp and lyre, praise him with 
tambourine and dancing, praise him with the strings and flute, praise him with the clash 
of cymbals, praise him with resounding cymbals. Let everything that has breath praise the 
LORD.  Praise the LORD. 

(NLT) – Praise the LORD!  Praise God in his sanctuary; praise him in his mighty 
heaven!  Praise him for his mighty works; praise his unequaled greatness!  Praise him 
with a blast of the ram’s horn; praise him with the lyre and harp!  Praise him with the 
tambourine and dancing; praise him with strings and flutes!  Praise him with a clash of 
cymbals; praise him with loud clanging cymbals.  Let everything that breathes sing 
praises to the LORD!  Praise the LORD! 
 
(NRSV Catholic Edition) - Praise the LORD!  Praise God in his sanctuary; praise him in 
his mighty firmament!  Praise him for his mighty deeds; praise him according to his 
surpassing greatness!  Praise him with trumpet sound; praise him with lute and harp!  
Praise him with tambourine and dance; praise him with strings and pipe!  Praise him with 
clanging cymbals; praise him with loud clashing cymbals!  Let everything that breathes 
praise the LORD!  Praise the LORD!  



December 4: The Angel Gabriel Visits Mary 
Luke 1:26-31 

(KJV) – And in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God unto a city of 
Galilee, named Nazareth, to a virgin espoused to a man whose name was Joseph, of the 
house of David; and the virgin's name was Mary.  And the angel came in unto her, and 
said, Hail, thou that art highly favoured, the Lord is with thee: blessed art thou among 
women. And when she saw him, she was troubled at his saying, and cast in her mind 
what manner of salutation this should be. And the angel said unto her, Fear not, Mary: for 
thou hast found favour with God.  And, behold, thou shalt conceive in thy womb, and 
bring forth a son, and shalt call his name JESUS.  

(NIV) – In the sixth month, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a town in Galilee, to 
a virgin pledged to be married to a man named Joseph, a descendant of David.  The 
virgin's name was Mary.  The angel went to her and said, "Greetings, you who are highly 
favored! The Lord is with you."  Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered 
what kind of greeting this might be.  But the angel said to her, "Do not be afraid, Mary, 
you have found favor with God.  You will be with child and give birth to a son, and you 
are to give him the name Jesus.” 
 
(NLT) – In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent the angel Gabriel to 
Nazareth, a village in Galilee, to a virgin named Mary.  She was engaged to be married to 
a man named Joseph, a descendant of King David.  Gabriel appeared to her and said, 
“Greetings, favored woman! The Lord is with you!” Confused and disturbed, Mary tried 
to think what the angel could mean.  “Don’t be afraid, Mary,” the angel told her, “for you 
have found favor with God!  You will conceive and give birth to a son, and you will 
name him Jesus.” 
 
(NRSV Catholic Edition) -  In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a 
town in Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of 
the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. And he came to her and said, 
‘Greetings, favoured one! The Lord is with you.’ But she was much perplexed by his 
words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. The angel said to her, ‘Do not be 
afraid, Mary, for you have found favour with God. And now, you will conceive in your 
womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. 



December 5: Finding Great Joy in Difficult Times 
James 1:2-3 

(KJV) – My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into divers temptations; knowing this, 
that the trying of your faith worketh patience. 

(NIV) – Consider it pure joy, my brothers, whenever you face trials of many kinds, 
because you know that the testing of your faith develops perseverance. 
 
(NLT) – Dear brothers and sisters, when troubles come your way, consider it an 
opportunity for great joy.  For you know that when your faith is tested, your endurance 
has a chance to grow. 
 
 (NRSV Catholic Edition) - My brothers and sisters, whenever you face trials of any 
kind, consider it nothing but joy, because you know that the testing of your faith produces 
endurance; 



December 6: A Secret Gift Brings an Open Reward  
Matthew 6:3-4 

(KJV) –  But when thou doest alms, let not thy left hand know what thy right hand doeth: 
that thine alms may be in secret: and thy Father which seeth in secret himself shall reward 
thee openly. 

(NIV) – But when you give to the needy, do not let your left hand know what your right 
hand is doing, so that your giving may be in secret. Then your Father, who sees what is 
done in secret, will reward you. 
 
(NLT) – But when you give to someone in need, don’t let your left hand know what your 
right hand is doing. Give your gifts in private, and your Father, who sees everything, will 
reward you. 
 
(NRSV Catholic Edition) - But when you give alms, do not let your left hand know 
what your right hand is doing, so that your alms may be done in secret; and your Father 
who sees in secret will reward you. 



December 7: The Work of the Angels  
Psalm 103:19-21 

(KJV) – The LORD hath prepared his throne in the heavens; and his kingdom ruleth over 
all. Bless the LORD, ye his angels, that excel in strength, that do his commandments, 
hearkening unto the voice of his word.  Bless ye the LORD, all ye his hosts; ye ministers 
of his, that do his pleasure. 

(NIV) – The LORD has established his throne in heaven, and his kingdom rules over all.  
Praise the LORD, you his angels, you mighty ones who do his bidding, who obey his 
word.  Praise the LORD, all his heavenly hosts, you his servants who do his will. 

(NLT) – The LORD has made the heavens his throne; from there he rules over 
everything.  Praise the LORD, you angels, you mighty ones who carry out his plans, 
listening for each of his commands.  Yes, praise the LORD, you armies of angels who 
serve him and do his will! 

(NRSV Catholic Edition) - The LORD has established his throne in the heavens, and his 
kingdom rules over all.  Bless the LORD, O you his angels, you mighty ones who do his 
bidding, obedient to his spoken word.  Bless the LORD, all his hosts, his ministers that do 
his will. 



December 8: The Joy of Salvation  
Isaiah 12:2-4 

(KJV) – Behold, God is my salvation; I will trust, and not be afraid: for the LORD 
JEHOVAH is my strength and my song; he also is become my salvation.  Therefore with 
joy shall ye draw water out of the wells of salvation.   And in that day shall ye say, Praise 
the LORD, call upon his name, declare his doings among the people, make mention that 
his name is exalted. 

(NIV) – Surely God is my salvation; I will trust and not be afraid. The LORD, the 
LORD, is my strength and my song; he has become my salvation."  With joy you will 
draw water from the wells of salvation.   In that day you will say: "Give thanks to the 
LORD, call on his name; make known among the nations what he has done, and proclaim 
that his name is exalted.” 

(NLT) – See, God has come to save me.  I will trust in him and not be afraid.  The LORD 
GOD is my strength and my song; he has given me victory.”  With joy you will drink 
deeply from the fountain of salvation!  In that wonderful day you will sing: “Thank the 
LORD! Praise his name!  Tell the nations what he has done.  Let them know how mighty 
he is!” 

(NRSV Catholic Edition) - Surely God is my salvation; I will trust, and will not 
be afraid, for the LORD GOD is my strength and my might; he has become my salvation.  
With joy you will draw water from the wells of salvation. And you will say on that day: 
Give thanks to the LORD, call on his name; make known his deeds among the nations; 
proclaim that his name is exalted.  



December 9: The Same Yesterday, Today and Forever  
Hebrews 13:6-8 

(KJV) – The Lord is my helper, and I will not fear what man shall do unto me.  
Remember them which have the rule over you, who have spoken unto you the word of 
God: whose faith follow, considering the end of their conversation.  Jesus Christ the same 
yesterday, and to day, and for ever. 

(NIV) – "The Lord is my helper; I will not be afraid. What can man do to me?"  
Remember your leaders, who spoke the word of God to you. Consider the outcome of 
their way of life and imitate their faith.  Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and 
forever. 

(NLT) – So we can say with confidence, “The Lord is my helper, so I will have no fear.  
What can mere people do to me?”   Remember your leaders who taught you the word of 
God. Think of all the good that has come from their lives, and follow the example of their 
faith.   Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever.  

(NRSV Catholic Edition) - So we can say with confidence, ‘The Lord is my helper; I 
will not be afraid.  What can anyone do to me?’  Remember your leaders, those who 
spoke the word of God to you; consider the outcome of their way of life, and imitate their 
faith. Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and for ever. 
 



December 10: A Song Unto the Lord  
Isaiah 42:10 

(KJV) – Sing unto the LORD a new song, and his praise from the end of the earth, ye 
that go down to the sea, and all that is therein; the isles, and the inhabitants thereof. 

(NIV) – Sing to the LORD a new song, his praise from the ends of the earth, you who go 
down to the sea, and all that is in it, you islands, and all who live in them. 

(NLT) – Sing a new song to the LORD!  Sing his praises from the ends of the earth!  
Sing, all you who sail the seas, all you who live in distant coastlands. 

(NRSV Catholic Edition) - Sing to the LORD a new song, his praise from the end of the 
earth!  Let the sea roar and all that fills it, the coastlands and their inhabitants. 



December 11: All the Nations Shall Come and Worship 
Psalm 86:8-10 

(KJV) – Among the gods there is none like unto thee, O Lord; neither are there any 
works like unto thy works.  All nations whom thou hast made shall come and worship 
before thee, O Lord; and shall glorify thy name.  For thou art great, and doest wondrous 
things: thou art God alone. 

(NIV) – Among the gods there is none like you, O Lord; no deeds can compare with 
yours.  All the nations you have made will come and worship before you, O Lord; they 
will bring glory to your name.  For you are great and do marvelous deeds; you alone are 
God. 

(NLT) – No pagan god is like you, O Lord.  None can do what you do!  All the nations 
you made will come and bow before you, Lord; they will praise your holy name.  For you 
are great and perform wonderful deeds.  You alone are God. 

(NRSV Catholic Edition) - There is none like you among the gods, O Lord, nor are there 
any works like yours.  All the nations you have made shall come and bow down before 
you, O Lord, and shall glorify your name.  For you are great and do wondrous things; you 
alone are God. 



December 12: The Coming Judgment and Peace 
Isaiah 2:3-5 

(KJV) – And many people shall go and say, Come ye, and let us go up to the mountain of 
the LORD, to the house of the God of Jacob; and he will teach us of his ways, and we 
will walk in his paths: for out of Zion shall go forth the law, and the word of the LORD 
from Jerusalem.  And he shall judge among the nations, and shall rebuke many people: 
and they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruninghooks: 
nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more.  O 
house of Jacob, come ye, and let us walk in the light of the LORD. 

(NIV) – Many peoples will come and say, "Come, let us go up to the mountain of the 
LORD, to the house of the God of Jacob.  He will teach us his ways, so that we may walk 
in his paths."  The law will go out from Zion, the word of the LORD from Jerusalem.  He 
will judge between the nations and will settle disputes for many peoples.  They will beat 
their swords into plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks.  Nation will not take up 
sword against nation, nor will they train for war anymore.  Come, O house of Jacob, let 
us walk in the light of the LORD. 

(NLT) – People from many nations will come and say, “Come, let us go up to the 
mountain of the LORD, to the house of Jacob’s God.  There he will teach us his ways, 
and we will walk in his paths.”  For the LORD’s teaching will go out from Zion; his word 
will go out from Jerusalem.  The LORD will mediate between nations and will settle 
international disputes.  They will hammer their swords into plowshares and their spears 
into pruning hooks.  Nation will no longer fight against nation, nor train for war anymore.  
Come, descendants of Jacob, let us walk in the light of the LORD! 

(NRSV Catholic Edition) - Many peoples shall come and say, ‘Come, let us go up to the 
mountain of the LORD, to the house of the God of Jacob, that he may teach us his ways 
and that we may walk in his paths.’  For out of Zion shall go forth instruction, and the 
word of the LORD from Jerusalem.  He shall judge between the nations, and shall 
arbitrate for many peoples; they shall beat their swords into ploughshares, and their 
spears into pruning-hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they 
learn war any more.  O house of Jacob, come, let us walk in the light of the LORD!  



December 13: The Birth of Jesus 
Matthew 1:18-21 

(KJV) – Now the birth of Jesus Christ was on this wise: When as his mother Mary was 
espoused to Joseph, before they came together, she was found with child of the Holy 
Ghost.  Then Joseph her husband, being a just man, and not willing to make her a public 
example, was minded to put her away privily.  But while he thought on these things, 
behold, the angel of the LORD appeared unto him in a dream, saying, Joseph, thou son of 
David, fear not to take unto thee Mary thy wife: for that which is conceived in her is of 
the Holy Ghost.  And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name JESUS: for 
he shall save his people from their sins.  

(NIV) – This is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about: His mother Mary was pledged 
to be married to Joseph, but before they came together, she was found to be with child 
through the Holy Spirit.  Because Joseph her husband was a righteous man and did not 
want to expose her to public disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her quietly.   But after he 
had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, "Joseph 
son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what is 
conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit.  She will give birth to a son, and you are to give 
him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins."  
 
(NLT) – This is how Jesus the Messiah was born. His mother, Mary, was engaged to be 
married to Joseph. But before the marriage took place, while she was still a virgin, she 
became pregnant through the power of the Holy Spirit.  Joseph, her fiancé, was a good 
man and did not want to disgrace her publicly, so he decided to break the engagement 
quietly.  As he considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream. “Joseph, 
son of David,” the angel said, “do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife. For the child 
within her was conceived by the Holy Spirit.  And she will have a son, and you are to 
name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” 
 
(NRSV Catholic Edition) - Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. 
When his mother Mary had been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she 
was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. Her husband Joseph, being a righteous 
man and unwilling to expose her to public disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly. But 
just when he had resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and 
said, ‘Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child 
conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, and you are to name him 
Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.’ 



December 14: The Good Shepherd 
John 10:14-15 

 
(KJV) – I am the good shepherd, and know my sheep, and am known of mine.  As the 
Father knoweth me, even so know I the Father: and I lay down my life for the sheep. 
 
(NIV) – "I am the good shepherd; I know my sheep and my sheep know me— just as the 
Father knows me and I know the Father—and I lay down my life for the sheep. 
 
(NLT) – “I am the good shepherd; I know my own sheep, and they know me, just as my 
Father knows me and I know the Father. So I sacrifice my life for the sheep. 
 
(NRSV Catholic Edition) - I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know 
me, just as the Father knows me and I know the Father. And I lay down my life for the 
sheep. 
 



December 15: A Star in the East, Part 2 
Matthew 2:7-11 

(KJV) – Then Herod, when he had privily called the wise men, enquired of them 
diligently what time the star appeared.  And he sent them to Bethlehem, and said, Go and 
search diligently for the young child; and when ye have found him, bring me word again, 
that I may come and worship him also.  When they had heard the king, they departed; 
and, lo, the star, which they saw in the east, went before them, till it came and stood over 
where the young child was.  When they saw the star, they rejoiced with exceeding great 
joy.  And when they were come into the house, they saw the young child with Mary his 
mother, and fell down, and worshipped him: and when they had opened their treasures, 
they presented unto him gifts; gold, and frankincense and myrrh.  

(NIV) – Then Herod called the Magi secretly and found out from them the exact time the 
star had appeared.  He sent them to Bethlehem and said, "Go and make a careful search 
for the child. As soon as you find him, report to me, so that I too may go and worship 
him."  After they had heard the king, they went on their way, and the star they had seen in 
the east went ahead of them until it stopped over the place where the child was.  When 
they saw the star, they were overjoyed.  On coming to the house, they saw the child with 
his mother Mary, and they bowed down and worshiped him. Then they opened their 
treasures and presented him with gifts of gold and of incense and of myrrh. 

(NLT) –Then Herod called for a private meeting with the wise men, and he learned from 
them the time when the star first appeared.  Then he told them, “Go to Bethlehem and 
search carefully for the child. And when you find him, come back and tell me so that I 
can go and worship him, too!”  After this interview the wise men went their way. And the 
star they had seen in the east guided them to Bethlehem. It went ahead of them and 
stopped over the place where the child was.  When they saw the star, they were filled 
with joy!  They entered the house and saw the child with his mother, Mary, and they 
bowed down and worshiped him. Then they opened their treasure chests and gave him 
gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 

(NRSV Catholic Edition) - Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned 
from them the exact time when the star had appeared.  Then he sent them to Bethlehem, 
saying, ‘Go and search diligently for the child; and when you have found him, bring me 
word so that I may also go and pay him homage.’ When they had heard the king, they set 
out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped 
over the place where the child was.  When they saw that the star had stopped, they were 
overwhelmed with joy.  On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; 
and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure-chests, they 
offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 



December 16: Glory to God in the Highest 
Luke 2:13-15 

(KJV) – And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising 
God, and saying, Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men.  
And it came to pass, as the angels were gone away from them into heaven, the shepherds 
said one to another, Let us now go even unto Bethlehem, and see this thing which is 
come to pass, which the Lord hath made known unto us. 

(NIV) – Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising 
God and saying, "Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to men on whom his 
favor rests." When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to 
one another, "Let's go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord 
has told us about." 

(NLT) – Suddenly, the angel was joined by a vast host of others—the armies of heaven—
praising God and saying, “Glory to God in highest heaven, and peace on earth to those 
with whom God is pleased.”  When the angels had returned to heaven, the shepherds said 
to each other, “Let’s go to Bethlehem! Let’s see this thing that has happened, which the 
Lord has told us about.” 

(NRSV-Catholic Edition) - And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the 
heavenly host, praising God and saying, ‘Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on 
earth peace among those whom he favours!’  When the angels had left them and gone 
into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, ‘Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this 
thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.’  



December 17: Tidings of Great Joy 
Luke 2:9-11 

(KJV) – And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of the Lord shone 
round about them: and they were sore afraid.  And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, 
behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people.  For unto you 
is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord. 

(NIV) – An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around 
them, and they were terrified.  But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid. I bring you 
good news of great joy that will be for all the people.  Today in the town of David a 
Savior has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord. 

(NLT) – Suddenly, an angel of the Lord appeared among them, and the radiance of the 
Lord’s glory surrounded them. They were terrified, but the angel reassured them. “Don’t 
be afraid!” he said. “I bring you good news that will bring great joy to all people.  The 
Savior—yes, the Messiah, the Lord—has been born today in Bethlehem, the city of 
David! 

(NRSV Catholic Edition) - Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory 
of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, ‘Do 
not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you 
is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 



December 18: Love One Another 
John 15:10-12  

(KJV) – If ye keep my commandments, ye shall abide in my love; even as I have kept 
my Father's commandments, and abide in his love. These things have I spoken unto you, 
that my joy might remain in you, and that your joy might be full. This is my 
commandment, That ye love one another, as I have loved you. 

(NIV) – If you obey my commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have obeyed my 
Father's commands and remain in his love.  I have told you this so that my joy may be in 
you and that your joy may be complete.  My command is this: Love each other as I have 
loved you. 

(NLT) – When you obey my commandments, you remain in my love, just as I obey my 
Father’s commandments and remain in his love.  I have told you these things so that you 
will be filled with my joy. Yes, your joy will overflow!  This is my commandment: Love 
each other in the same way I have loved you. 

(NRSV Catholic Edition) - If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, 
just as I have kept my Father’s commandments and abide in his love. I have said these 
things to you so that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be complete.  ‘This is 
my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you.’ 



December 19: A Virgin Bears a Son 
Isaiah 7:14  

(KJV) – Therefore the Lord himself shall give you a sign; Behold, a virgin shall 
conceive, and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel.  

 (NIV) – Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign: The virgin will be with child 
and will give birth to a son, and will call him Immanuel.  

(NLT) – All right then, the Lord himself will give you the sign. Look! The virgin will 
conceive a child! She will give birth to a son and will call him Immanuel (which means 
‘God is with us’).  

(NRSV Catholic Edition) - Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Look, the 
young woman is with child and shall bear a son, and shall name him Immanuel. 



December 20: Wonderful, Counselor, Prince of Peace 
Isaiah 9:6-7 

(KJV) – For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be 
upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, 
The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace.  Of the increase of his government and 
peace there shall be no end, upon the throne of David, and upon his kingdom, to order it, 
and to establish it with judgment and with justice from henceforth even for ever. The zeal 
of the LORD of hosts will perform this.  

(NIV) – For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his 
shoulders.  And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, 
Prince of Peace.  Of the increase of his government and peace there will be no end. He 
will reign on David's throne and over his kingdom, establishing and upholding it with 
justice and righteousness from that time on and forever.  The zeal of the LORD Almighty 
will accomplish this. 

(NLT) – For a child is born to us, a son is given to us.  The government will rest on his 
shoulders.  And he will be called: Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, 
Prince of Peace.  His government and its peace will never end.  He will rule with fairness 
and justice from the throne of his ancestor David for all eternity.  The passionate 
commitment of the LORD of Heaven’s Armies will make this happen! 

(NRSV Catholic Edition) - For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority 
rests upon his shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  His authority shall grow continually, and there shall 
be endless peace for the throne of David and his kingdom.  He will establish and uphold 
it with justice and with righteousness from this time onwards and for evermore.  The zeal 
of the LORD of hosts will do this. 



December 21: Comfort My People 
Isaiah 40:1-5 

(KJV) – Comfort ye, comfort ye my people, saith your God.  Speak ye comfortably to 
Jerusalem, and cry unto her, that her warfare is accomplished, that her iniquity is 
pardoned: for she hath received of the LORD's hand double for all her sins.  The voice of 
him that crieth in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the LORD, make straight in the 
desert a highway for our God.  Every valley shall be exalted, and every mountain and hill 
shall be made low: and the crooked shall be made straight, and the rough places plain: 
And the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together: for the 
mouth of the LORD hath spoken it. 

(NIV) – Comfort, comfort my people, says your God. Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and 
proclaim to her that her hard service has been completed, that her sin has been paid for, 
that she has received from the LORD's hand double for all her sins. A voice of one 
calling:  "In the desert prepare the way for the LORD; make straight in the wilderness a 
highway for our God.  Every valley shall be raised up, every mountain and hill made low; 
the rough ground shall become level, the rugged places a plain.  And the glory of the 
LORD will be revealed, and all mankind together will see it.   For the mouth of the 
LORD has spoken." 
 
(NLT) –  “Comfort, comfort my people,” says your God.  “Speak tenderly to Jerusalem.  
Tell her that her sad days are gone and her sins are pardoned.  Yes, the LORD has 
punished her twice over for all her sins.”  Listen! It’s the voice of someone shouting, 
“Clear the way through the wilderness for the LORD!  Make a straight highway through 
the wasteland for our God!  Fill in the valleys, and level the mountains and hills.  
Straighten the curves, and smooth out the rough places.  Then the glory of the LORD will 
be revealed, and all people will see it together.  The LORD has spoken!” 
 
(NRSV Catholic Edition) - Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God.   Speak 
tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her that she has served her term, that her penalty is paid, 
that she has received from the LORD’S hand double for all her sins.   A voice cries out: 
‘In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD, make straight in the desert a highway 
for our God.  Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be made low; 
the uneven ground shall become level, and the rough places a plain.  Then the glory of 
the LORD shall be revealed, and all people shall see it together, 



December 22: Power and Glory 
1 Chronicles 29:11-12 

(KJV) – Thine, O LORD is the greatness, and the power, and the glory, and the victory, 
and the majesty: for all that is in the heaven and in the earth is thine; thine is the 
kingdom, O LORD, and thou art exalted as head above all.  Both riches and honour come 
of thee, and thou reignest over all; and in thine hand is power and might; and in thine 
hand it is to make great, and to give strength unto all. 

(NIV) – Yours, O LORD, is the greatness and the power and the glory and the majesty 
and the splendor, for everything in heaven and earth is yours. Yours, O LORD, is the 
kingdom; you are exalted as head over all. Wealth and honor come from you; you are the 
ruler of all things. In your hands are strength and power to exalt and give strength to all. 

(NLT) – Yours, O LORD, is the greatness, the power, the glory, the victory, and the 
majesty. Everything in the heavens and on earth is yours, O LORD, and this is your 
kingdom. We adore you as the one who is over all things.  Wealth and honor come from 
you alone, for you rule over everything. Power and might are in your hand, and at your 
discretion people are made great and given strength. 

(NRSV Catholic Edition) - Yours, O LORD, are the greatness, the power, the glory, the 
victory, and the majesty; for all that is in the heavens and on the earth is yours; yours is 
the kingdom, O LORD, and you are exalted as head above all.  Riches and honour come 
from you, and you rule over all. In your hand are power and might; and it is in your hand 
to make great and to give strength to all. 



December 23: Jesus Born in Bethlehem 
Matthew 2:1-2 

(KJV) – Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judaea in the days of Herod the 
king, behold, there came wise men from the east to Jerusalem, Saying, Where is he that is 
born King of the Jews? for we have seen his star in the east, and are come to worship 
him.  

(NIV) – After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King Herod, 
Magi from the east came to Jerusalem and asked, "Where is the one who has been born 
king of the Jews? We saw his star in the east and have come to worship him." 

(NLT) – Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the reign of King Herod. About 
that time some wise men from eastern lands arrived in Jerusalem, asking, “Where is the 
newborn king of the Jews? We saw his star as it rose, and we have come to worship him.” 

(NRSV Catholic Edition) - In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in 
Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, asking, ‘Where is the 
child who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and have 
come to pay him homage.’ 



December 24: Keep Silence Before the Lord 
Habakkuk 2:20 

(KJV) – But the LORD is in his holy temple: let all the earth keep silence before him. 

(NIV) – But the LORD is in his holy temple; let all the earth be silent before him." 

(NLT) – But the LORD is in his holy Temple.  Let all the earth be silent before him.” 

(NRSV Catholic Edition) -  But the LORD is in his holy temple; let all the earth keep 
silence before him! 



December 25: Perfect Peace 
Isaiah 26:2-4 

(KJV) –  Open ye the gates, that the righteous nation which keepeth the truth may enter 
in. Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on thee: because he 
trusteth in thee.  Trust ye in the LORD for ever: for in the LORD JEHOVAH is 
everlasting strength: 

(NIV) – Open the gates that the righteous nation may enter, the nation that keeps faith.  
You will keep in perfect peace him whose mind is steadfast, because he trusts in you.  
Trust in the LORD forever, for the LORD, the LORD, is the Rock eternal. 

(NLT) – Open the gates to all who are righteous; allow the faithful to enter.  You will 
keep in perfect peace all who trust in you, all whose thoughts are fixed on you!  Trust in 
the LORD always, for the LORD GOD is the eternal Rock. 

(NRSV Catholic Edition) - Open the gates, so that the righteous nation that keeps faith 
may enter in.  Those of steadfast mind you keep in peace—in peace because they trust 
in you.  Trust in the LORD for ever, for in the LORD GOD you have an everlasting rock. 
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